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Cagewash Procedures
I.
PURPOSE: To maintain a clean and sanitized service area.

II.
SCOPE: All Cage Wash Technicians

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Husbandry is responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.


B.
The Contract Supervisors will ensure that the animal caretakers are in compliance and update this SOP annually. 


C.
All personnel Division of Veterinary Medicine will be responsible for reading and complying with the provisions herein.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General: The work crew is always divided between clean and contaminated sides of the cage wash area and facility.  Movement of service area personnel between these areas is restricted.


B.
Specific:



1.
Clean Side:




a.
As caging is cleaned it will be stacked on pallets, carts, or in racks.  Store all clean cages, racks, and equipment after final washing.




b.
Bedding will be added to polycarbonate cages. Polycarbonate cages, if stacked, the top cage will be empty (not to be used) or stack may be covered with filter top.




c.
All racks will be dated with non-soluble marker or grease pencil. 




d.
Sweep and wet mop the clean side of the cage wash area followed by the dirty side, with a disinfectant DAILY.




e.
Sponge mop the same areas monthly (IAW SOP 342 and 343).



2.
Contaminated Side




a.
Remove all dirty cages, racks, equipment, animal bedding, and waste. 




b.
Dispose of all wastes DAILY or more often if needed.




c.
Carcass storage refrigerator will be cleaned weekly after removal of animals.




d.
Check equipment, prepare for wash, and prepare feed and bedding to be autoclaved if required.




e.
Store all bulk chemicals and detergents in Bulk Storage Containers.




f.
Using a hand pressure washer, clean and sanitize the dirty side of the washroom floors and walls DAILY at the end of the day. 




g.
Mop and sweep autoclave room floor DAILY. 

NOTE: The normal procedure is that all dirty cages, etc. will be cleaned by the end of the duty day.  However, in cases of emergency or low staffing, dirty equipment not sanitized by the end of the day will be stored in dirty side with door closed.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-112 dated March 1997.
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