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I.
Purpose:  To establish proper procedures for the routine care and husbandry of non-human primates.

II.
Scope:  This SOP applies to all personnel who work with or around the non-human primates.

III.
Responsibilities:


A.
Director, Division of Vet Medicine will review this SOP annually.


B.
The Chief, DAR will update this SOP annually.


C.
DAR and DAM NCOIC’s will assure compliance with this SOP.


D.
The caretaker in charge of assigned rooms will ensure that the husbandry of the NHP is carried out IAW this SOP.


E.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will inspect rooms daily for compliance with this SOP.

IV.
Procedures:

A.
Maintenance:



1.
Daily (Steps are in order of performance):




a.
Workers will ensure the water temperature is appropriate and the disinfecting solution is mixed correctly prior to beginning.




b.
Hose down cages daily with a low-pressure stream of water using extreme care NOT to wet the animals.




c.
Flush the floor under the cages at least 2 times a day and treat the drain with a disinfectant solution on a daily basis.




d.
Feed and clean rooms that are quarantined last (See SOP-DVM-943, Quarantine Husbandry of the Nonhuman Primates).




e.
Enter New World Monkeys rooms before entering Old World Monkeys.



2.
Weekly:  Once a week, either the nest boxes or the cage will be changed and sanitized.



3.
Bi‑Weekly:  Move the animals with their nest boxes to a new clean cage and sanitize the dirty cages.  Sanitize nest boxes bi-weekly on a staggered schedule, alternating weeks.  Flush all water lines and check lixits on all cage changes.



4.
Monthly:




a.
Once a month during cage change outs, sanitize the room (See SOP-DVM-254, Non-Human Primate Room Sanitization – Bldg. 511).  Allow the room to air dry before returning the animals to their original housing order.




b.
Empty feed barrels and sanitize in the cagewash while the room is being sanitized.


B.
Feeding:



1.
Feed Aotus New World Monkey Chow.  Feed must be less than 90 days from milling date and kept refrigerated.



2.
Cages with three or more animals will have a feeder for each animal, on different levels of the cage.



3.
Perform feedings after the room has been cleaned, before 0900 hrs and 1530 hrs.



4.
Keep feed hoppers full at all times.



5.
Each morning remove all left over food from the feeder prior to feeding.



6.
Three times a week (Mon, Wed, Fri), supplement NHP’s with either bananas or apples (See SOP-DVM-417, Fresh Fruits and Vegetables).  Peel bananas and section apples into pieces that an Aotus can easily handle.


C.
Water:



1.
Water will be available to the animals at all times ad libitum.



2.
Water pressure will be 5 - 6 psi.



3.
Maintain waterlines IAW SOP-DVM-341, Operation of the Edstrom Watering System – Bldg. 511.



4.
Function test lixits twice daily: the caretaking staff will perform checks in the morning and the veterinary staff will perform checks during afternoon rounds.



5.
Check all water filters weekly and change every month, more frequently if needed.  Record filter changes and weekly checks in the room log.


D.
Identification:  Animals will be identified by the cage tags and by its tattoo.


E.
Environmental Conditions



1.
Lighting will be on a 12-hour light and 12 dark reverse light cycle.



2.
White lights will go off at 1:00 pm and go on at 1:00 am, or as determined by the Chief, DAR.



3.
Red lights will remain on at all times.



4.
Relative Humidity will be between 30 and 70 degrees.



5.
Temperature will be between 64 - 84 °F.



6.
Room air changes will be between 10-15 per hour.


F.
Observations:



1.
The animal caretaker assigned to each room will perform morning observations during or after feeding.  They will report any abnormalities or problems to the veterinary technician or veterinarian.



2.
The veterinary staff will perform morning and afternoon observations.



3.
Observations will consist of checking the animals, lixits, and room temperature and humidity.  Record results in the room log.



4.
Use a flashlight, with a red lens, to perform afternoon observations when the white lights are off.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE:  This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-231 dated October 1996.
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