SOP-DVM-245

Care and Feeding of Rabbits


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Division of Veterinary Medicine

Walter Reed Army Institute of Research

Washington, DC 20307-5100

MCMR-UWN
SOP-DVM-245


January 2000

STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE

Care and Feeding of Rabbits

I.
PURPOSE: To establish procedures for the care and feeding of rabbits.

II.
SCOPE: Applicable to all personnel caring for rabbits.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Resources and Chief, Department of Animal Medicine, will review and update this SOP annually.


B.
All division personnel will read and comply with this SOP.


C.
The Contract Caretaker Supervisor will ensure that animal rooms are maintained in compliance with this SOP and that daily husbandry inspections are performed.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Environmental Health Monitoring:



1.
Daily monitoring for proper environmental conditions and sanitation of rabbit rooms and the feeding, watering, and health of rabbits is a responsibility shared by the animal caretaking staff and the veterinary technical staff.



2.
Perform specific environmental monitoring IAW SOP-DVM-292, “Environmental Control of Animal Rooms.”  Record this information in the Animal Room Log.  The Caretaking Staff will be alert for general indicators of possible environmental problems such as abnormal temperatures, humidity, airflow, smells, pests, safety problems, etc.  Direct noted potential problems to the contract caretaker supervisor.



3.
The veterinary technical staff will perform specific health monitoring.




a.
The caretaking staff will be alert for general indicators of possible animal health problems such as lethargy, poor appetite, strange behavior, abnormal feces, blood in cage, dehydration, etc.




b.
Personnel discovering potential animal health problems will report problems to the responsible veterinarian or NCOIC.



4.
Veterinary staff personnel noting husbandry problems will report problems to the Contract Caretaker Supervisor.



5.
A caretaker noting that an animal’s life or well being is in immediate jeopardy may take immediate action to aid that animal.  Report medical emergencies immediately to any member of the veterinary staff.


B.
Watering Procedures:



1.
Provide free access to water at all times.



2.
The red button (pressure indicator) on top of the water manifold will be in the up position when the rack’s water system is pressurized, if so equipped.



3.
Manually function check each lixit twice daily to ensure that water is available to each rabbit.  Refer to SOP-DVM-120.  Caretakers will check the lixits in the morning and the technicians will check them in the evening.



4.
Set water pressure stations at approximately 4 psi.



5.
If water bottles are used, change each morning by 10:00 AM and check twice daily.  Replace empty bottles; never refill water bottles.


C.
Feeding:



1.
Complete feeding by 10:00 AM daily.



2.
The section OIC will determine the amount of irradiated high fiber diet fed to each rabbit.



3.
Weigh rabbit twice monthly and post weights on each cage.




a.
Rabbits weighing less than 1.6 kilograms:





(1)
Identify on the cage with a “Tech Will Feed” sign, indicating that the veterinary staff will feed these rabbits.





(2)
Feed 4 ounces of rabbit diet once daily 





(3)
Provide shredded wheat ad lib on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday of each week.




b.
Rabbits weighing 1.6 kilograms or greater:





(1)
The caretaking staff will feed.





(2)
Feed 4 ounces of rabbit diet once daily.





(3)
Technicians will provide shredded wheat ad lib on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday of each week.




c.
Quarantined rabbits:  see SOP-DVM-946, Quarantine and In-Processing Rabbits.



4.
Feed storage in rabbit rooms:




a.
If 30 gal containers are used for holding feed in the rabbit room, open the original bag and place it in container.




b.
If smaller feed containers are used, place plastic liners in the container.




c.
Do not store more than a week’s supply of rabbit feed in the rabbit room.




d.
When adding fresh feed, remove the liner/bag with the older feed from the feed barrel and replace with a new.  Discard the remaining fine feed particles and dust.




e.
Sanitize feed barrels in the cage wash then dry.  Annotate the sanitation date on the feed barrel card.




f.
Place new feed in the barrel and annotate the date on the feed barrel card.



5.
Check rabbit feeders daily.




a.
Replace dirty feeders as needed, but not less than weekly.




b.
Empty feeders containing leftover or wet food before each feeding and inform a member of the veterinary staff.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-245 dated October 1996.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED:

JOHN H. PARRISH

LTC, VC

Director, Division of

Veterinary Medicine

PREPARED BY:

2

