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I.
PURPOSE: To establish general procedures for sanitization of animal rooms.

II.
SCOPE: Applies to all personnel involved with sanitization of animal rooms.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
Chief, DAH, is responsible for reviewing and updating this SOP annually.  


B.
The Contract Supervisor-In-Charge has overall responsibility to ensure that all aspects of this SOP are followed, develop a schedule and ensure personnel are properly trained in sanitization of all animal rooms.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:



1.
Animals arriving at WRAIR will be housed in an animal room that has been thoroughly sanitized in accordance with (IAW) the procedures outlined in this SOP.  Department chiefs may make exception to this rule.



2.
Rooms shall be thoroughly sanitized, as a minimum, on a monthly basis, or as needed.  Department Chiefs will approve exceptions.



3.
Rooms will be thoroughly sanitized within 24 hours after all animals have been removed.  If more than 2 weeks elapse before new animals are moved into an empty room, it will be re-sanitized before animals are moved into the room.



4.
Each animal room will be provided with equipment needed for daily cleaning. This equipment will not be used in other animal rooms.


B.
Preparation:



1.
Remove all animals from the room. The Contract Supervisor-In-Charge will decide whether the animals are returned to the original room after sanitization or if they are transferred to another sanitized room.



2.
Remove all portable caging for washing and sanitization (IAW SOP 311, Cage Sanitation - General).  Bulk food containers will be emptied and washed in the cage washer.



3.
Portable equipment will be removed from the room (i.e. electric fixtures, etc.).



4.
Equipment that requires re-calibration if moved will be covered with plastic, as appropriate, to protect from excess water.


C.
Monthly Cleaning:



1.
Required Personal Protective Equipment must be worn.



2.
Prepare NPD, Quatricide PV or TBQ tubercularcide per manufacturer's directions.  Place chemical labels on containers to identify concentration, preparation date, expiration date, storage conditions, and initials of individual who mixed the solution.



3.
Clean intake and exhaust vents with approved disinfectant.



4.
Rinse walls and ceilings thoroughly with detergent/disinfectant and hot water to soften and remove loose dirt.




a.
A sponge, brush or scouring pad may be needed to remove dirt not removed with water and detergent/disinfectant alone.




c.
Care must be exercised not to abrade or otherwise damage the finish to the walls or ceiling with excess scouring.



5.
Clean floor drains down to the water level in the trap.  A long handled brush, a scraper and the pressure washer shall be used, as needed, to remove dirt caked onto the sides of the drain.



6.
Clean floors using an electric floor scrubber, where possible, hot water, and approved detergent/disinfectant.




a.
After scrubbing, allow 10-minute contact time on all surfaces with the solution.




b.
Rinse the room thoroughly with hot water and squeegee the floor dry.




c.
Finish drying the floor with a clean wet mop.


D.
Final Preparation:



1.
Replace exhaust air filters.



2.
Flush water lines within the room.



3.
Fill the drain with approved disinfectant. 



4.
Move clean and properly prepared caging into place and connected to water and electricity, as appropriate.




a.
All cage water lines will be manually flushed to ensure all air is out of lines. This will be accomplished by opening the stopcock at the bottom of the cage and allowing water to flow for 2 -3 minutes.




b.
NHP's will be placed in same animal order and location within the room.



5.
Check filters in the water station every two weeks, and replace monthly.



6.
Check water pressure gauge.  Check automatic-watering valves on the cages/runs for proper operation and replace or repair, as necessary.  Flush the automatic watering system where no computerized system is in place and check.



7.
Reset room temperature and light timer settings, if necessary.


E.
Annotate all procedures on animal room status sheet.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-259 dated May 1997.
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