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I.
PURPOSE: To establish policies for strict separation of species of animals within the Division of Veterinary Medicine, WRAIR/NMRC animal facilities.

II.
SCOPE: Applies to all personnel involved with the care, use, and husbandry of research animals housed within facilities for which DVM has responsibility.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
Chief, Department of Animal Medicine (DAM) will:



1.
Review and update this SOP annually.



2.
Ensure that this SOP is implemented within their department.


B.
NCOIC, DAM will ensure the execution of the military aspects of this SOP at their level.


C.
Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will ensure that animal rooms are maintained in compliance with this SOP and that all animal caretakers under their supervision are given the proper equipment, supplies, and training to care for the animals in their assigned rooms.


D.
All applicable personnel will read and comply with this SOP.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:



1.
Separation of species and animals of differing microbial status will be maintained through the use of:




a.
Species-specific animal rooms




b.
Microisolator Cage Systems




c.
Ventilated Animal Racks



2.
The investigator/technician or animal caretaker will thoroughly clean and disinfect procedure rooms, common use equipment, etc., after use to prevent the transmission of diseases between animals.


B.
Specific:



1.
Species Specific Animal Rooms (primary method in WRAIR):




a.
DO NOT use mops, brooms, hoses, and other items used in the cleaning of species-specific animal rooms in any other animal room, common hallway, or support area.




b.
Clean and check species-specific animal rooms in the traffic flow pattern established by the Chiefs, DAR and DAM, or section OIC’s.




c.
Transport rodents from a species-specific animal room to a procedures room in microisolator cages with filter tops to reduce the possibility of contamination of clean animals or animal equipment.



2.
Microisolator Systems:




a.
Microisolator systems provide an efficient means for maintaining quarantine status and maintenance of animals with differing microbial status or immune system competency.




b.
Open microisolator cages only under Laminar Flow-HEPA filtered workbenches.




c.
Do not open microisolator cages in the presence of animals of differing species or of differing microbial status.




d.
When changing cages between species or different protocols, completely sanitize the Laminar flow hood, including completely changing the disinfectant solution IAW DVM-SOP-348, Operation and Maintenance of Stay Clean Work Bench, DVM-SOP-349, Operation and Maintenance of BioClean Laminar Flow Hood.




e.
Personnel handling animals housed in microisolator cages will be trained in proper microisolator techniques.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-271 dated November 1996.
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