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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

Quarantine & Recurring Maintenance of the Aotus Monkey
I.
Purpose:  To establish proper procedures for routine care and maintenance of Aotus sp.

II.
Scope:  This SOP applies to all personnel who work with or around the Aotus monkeys.

III.
Responsibilities:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Resources will



1.
Review and update this SOP annually.



2.
Ensure its implementation.


B.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will perform random spot checks to ensure compliance with this SOP.


C.
The Department NCOIC is responsible for ensuring compliance with this SOP.

IV.
Procedures:


A.
Protective Clothing:



1.
All personnel must wear a surgical mask, gloves, Tyvek suit, bonnet, and shoe covers while in the Aotus colony areas.



2.
As necessary, personnel will wear additional protective clothing IAW instructions posted on the room door (i.e. quarantine room, biohazard room).


B.
Quarantine Procedures:



1.
Perform a cursory physical exam on all incoming Aotus upon arrival and allow a 3 - 5 day adjustment period before performing baseline laboratory tests.



2.
After the adjustment period, perform a complete physical exam to include the following lab work on each animal: CBC and differential, complete serum chemistry, rectal culture, and fecal.



3.
TB test all new monkeys every two weeks, with the exception of those monkeys that have received Freund’s complete adjuvant.




a.
Monkeys from outside the country must have five consecutive negative TB reactions.




b.
Monkeys from within the country must have three consecutive negative TB reactions.




c.
TB testing will be done in accordance with Department Chief’s instructions.




d.
The Department Chief will determine status of positive TB reactors.



4.
Prior to release from Quarantine, repeat all lab work until the values are normal and/or negative.


C.
Housing:



1.
Cages:  Cage size will be IAW the Animal Welfare Act and the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.




a.
Vertical space is important as Aotus usually live in treetops.  Caging should have solid sides if cages are less than 6-8 inches apart.  Lack of eye and physical contact will minimize territorial conflict.




b.
Place a nest box in each cage.  Nest boxes mimic hollow tree nests and provide a quiet sleeping/resting area.



2.
Lighting:  As the Aotus are nocturnal, a reversed 12:12 light cycle is recommended.  The light cycle is controlled by the Rees computer system.  White lights will be on from 0100 to 1300 hours.  Red lights will be left on at all times.


D.
Maintenance:



1.
Sanitation procedures and movement of animals will be IAW SOP-DVM-231 Husbandry of the Aotus (Owl Monkey).



2.
Daily:  Observe animals twice daily during rounds.




a.
With the morning rounds, include a treat such as marshmallows, raisins, canned fruit, or shelled peanuts.  Offer a small tidbit through the bars of the cage to each animal.  This usually draws the animals from the nest box for better observations.




b.
Use a flashlight with red lens for afternoon rounds.




c.
Report any problems of animal health, behavior, or well being to the veterinarian immediately.



3.
Semiannually:  Perform a physical exam to include a CBC, serum chemistries, and fecal flotation.  Record the animal’s ID and weight.



4.
Annually:  Perform TB testing on all monkeys, except those known to have been exposed to Freund’s complete adjuvant.


E.
Reproduction / Breeding / Pairing:



1.
Ideally the Aotus should be housed in family units or male-female pairs.




a.
House singly if mandated by protocol or situation.




b.
Same sex, unrelated adult pairing usually results in fighting and injury.



2.
Do not separate offspring from their parents until they are at least two years old; three years being the optimum age.  Allowing Aotus the chance to observe and participate in the raising of a younger sibling produces a more responsible parent.



3.
Possible pairs should have the same karyotype and will be approximately the same age.  Karyotype animals prior to pairing.



4.
Weigh animals before placing the new pair in a clean cage with a clean nest box.




a.
Observe closely for fighting, especially for the first few hours together.




b.
After two weeks, weigh both again to determine if both are eating normally or if one is keeping the other from the feed.




c.
If the paired Aotus are fighting, keeping the other from eating, or maintaining separate areas, separate the new pair.



5.
The Department NCOIC and Chief will coordinate creating new pairs or mates.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE:  This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-533 dated April 1997.
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