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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE

Disposal of Animal Wastes, Litter, and Bedding

I.
PURPOSE: To establish procedures for the proper disposal of animal wastes, litter, and bedding.

II.
SCOPE: Applicable to all personnel involved in the sanitation of animal holding rooms.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Deputy Division Director, Division of Veterinary Medicine will review this SOP annually.


B.
The Chiefs, Department of Animal Medicine/Resources will update this SOP annually


C.
The Contract Caretaker Supervisor will ensure that personnel follow the provisions in this SOP and that they are given the proper equipment, supplies, and training to accomplish this.


D.
All personnel will read and comply with this SOP

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Waste from animals on non-infectious protocols:



1.
Non-human primate pans and rabbit pans with liquid litter will be poured down the drains in the rooms to dispose of the animal wastes (urine and feces).



2.
Dog, sheep, and pig runs will be hosed down with fresh water toward the drain in the room.



3.
Rabbit pans, non-human primate pans, and rodent cages that utilize litter will be emptied into a plastic lined trashcan or into a plastic bag at a dump station. The waste will be sealed in the first bag, then placed in a second bag and sealed. The double-bagged and sealed waste will be deposited in the trash dumpster.


B.
Waste from rodents on infectious protocols will be collected in a dump station IAW SOP-DVM-347, Operation and Maintenance of the Waste Management System.  Waste will be either double bagged and immediately autoclaved, or bagged and placed in a box (instead of a second bag) and placed in the appropriate freezer for incineration at a later date.


C.
Bag color will be IAW current safety officer policy.  All bags should be labeled IAW SOP-DVM-630, Infectious & Hazardous Waste Disposal.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-610 dated April 1997.
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