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I.
PURPOSE: This SOP provides information, guidelines and procedures for proper autoclave operation.

II.
SCOPE: This SOP applies to all members of DAR, Division of Veterinary Medicine, Bldg. 511, and all other non-division personnel utilizing the autoclave machine.

Ill.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, DAR, will review this SOP annually.


B.
The OIC, Surgery Section will update this SOP annually.


C.
All applicable personnel will read and comply with these provisions.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Replace the recording chart at the beginning of the day and insure that the recording pens have ink.


B.
Turn autoclave on and select one of the cycle settings: Flash with drying time, without drying.

Note: Autoclave jacket pressure must be between 15-20 Psi before any cycle can be run.


C.
All packs will have a Therma-Log Stm steam sterilization test strip placed inside the pack prior to wrapping and in the autoclave chamber with the arranged packs.


D.
Autoclave operating instructions for wrapped linen packs/sterilization pouches:



1.
Set time settings.



2.
Arrange items in chamber.



3.
Depress close door button.



4.
Depress lock door button.



5.
Push start cycle button to start load.

NOTE: Autoclave sterilizes at 150 C.  Cycle times are set for 15 minute steaming.  Drying times are 10 minutes.



6.
When cycle is complete, buzzer will sound and door light will appear.



7.
Depress open door button.



8.
Take items out of autoclave and place on counter top to cool.

CAUTION:
ITEMS ARE HOT!  USE THERMAL GLOVES.


E.
Flash Cycle Instructions:



1.
Depress flash cycle button.



2.
Arrange unwrapped instruments in a tray.



3.
Depress close door button.



4.
Depress lock door button.



5.
Push red door seal button.

Note:  Autoclave sterilizes at 150 C and cycle time is set at 3 minutes.  There is no drying time for flashed instructions.



6.
When cycle is complete, buzzer will sound and door light will appear.



7.
Depress open door button.



8.
Take instruments out and immediately take to prepared sterile counter top.

CAUTION:
ITEMS ARE HOT!  USE THERMAL GLOVES.


F.
Before wrapped packs are placed in chamber, insure they are properly labeled (pack type, date & initials).


G.
When finishing autoclave use, depress the close door button. (The machine is designed to remain on 24 hours, 7 days a week).


H.
Monthly Sterilization Checks:



1.
Check the sterilization capability of the autoclave monthly by using a SMART Testtm from MDT and a Proof Plustm Biological/Chemical indicator from AMSCO.  The directions for use are furnished with the tests.



2.
Indicator vials will be incubated in DAM’s incubator at 55° for 48 hours.  They will be checked at 12, 24, and 48 hours for growth and the results recorded in an autoclave logbook.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-742 dated September 1996.
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