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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE
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I.
PURPOSE: Establish procedures for the use of the Intensive Care Unit (ICU).

II.
SCOPE: These instructions apply to all personnel assigned to Division Veterinary of Medicine.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, DAR will review this SOP annually.


B.
The NCOIC, DAR will:



1.
Update this SOP annually.



2.
Ensure that the Intensive Care Unit is working properly and that all maintenance is completed when needed.


C.
All technicians in DAR will know the location of the ICU and its operation.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
ICU Set-Up:



1.
I.V. POLE: Loosen thumbscrew and adjust I.V. pole by telescoping to the right height desired.



2.
FLOW METER: Adjust oxygen flow knob to regulate oxygen flow meter inside kennel from 0-15 LPM.



3.
Temperature Control: Turn control dial to set kennel temperature from 70 to 108ºF. (Allow a ½ hour minimum for kennel to reach temperature setting).



4.
Digital Readout: Operates when temperature has been selected via temperature control dial.



5.
Control Switches: Power, heat, air, and light are all illuminated when turned “on”.




a.
Power: Turn power switch to the “ON” position in order to operate unit.




b.
Heat Switch: To heat kennel, activate switch to the “ON” position.  Heat switch will not function unless air switch is activated for warm air to blow inside kennel.  (Note: when set temperature is reached inside kennel, illuminated heat light will go off until temperature goes below setting.  When temperature drops, heater light comes on (re-heating unit to setting).




c.
Air: In order to heat kennel, air (blower) switch must be "ON".  Air blower moves 10.4 cu. ft. of air per minute.  (Note: Heater will not work unless air blower is activated).




d.
Light: Turn light "ON" for better viewing through plexiglass.



6.
Fuse Cartridge: Push cap in and turn counter clockwise to open and remove fuse.  After inserting new fuse, replace cap by pushing in and turning clockwise until cap is locked in position.



7.
Oxygen Selector Switch: To allow oxygen into the cage turn switch to the right.  To release oxygen from port, turn switch to the left.  For “OFF”, turn arrow on switch straight up.



8.
Humidifier: Connect one end of plastic tubing to top of the humidifier and other end to oxygen port.  Connect corrugated hose with adapter (1) to intake fitting, while connecting opposite end with adapter (2) into small plastic tubing.


B.
Humidifier:



1.
Fill Humidifier Jar to “Maximum” line using sterilized, distilled water or tap water.  Water content lines are indicated for optimum effective operation.  Water level should be observed, maintained, and monitored during use. (Caution: Overfilling beyond maximum line could result in ingestion of contents and possible injury to patient.)



2.
Attach female threaded (9/16-18) oxygen inlet nut on the humidifier to the outlet of a regulator or other oxygen source of identical fit.



3.
Test humidifier for leaks and safety valve operation by setting the flow of oxygen source to 3 LPM and occluding the humidifier outlet.  If the safety valve does not activate or appreciable leakage is observed, verify that the jar is secure to the humidifier lid and that the fitting to the oxygen source is right.



4.
Connect adapter to the small nipple (outlet) connection on the humidifier and set oxygen source to the prescribed flow.



5.
The water in the Humidifier Jar should be changed every eight (8) hours to minimize bacterial growth.  The use of distilled or sterilized water is recommended.  In the event of obstruction downstream from the humidifier, the safety valve will activate either continuously or intermittently while venting excess pressure to the atmosphere.  Check downstream supply tubing, if used, and remove any obstruction before resuming use of the humidifier.


C.
MAINTENANCE: For maximum efficiency routine cleaning of the door seals, filter intake, and door glass will be needed.



1.
Filter Intake: Clean with lukewarm water to keep hair and dust from accumulating.



2.
Door Seals: Clean with mild soap and water, or detergents that contain mild disinfectants.  If autoclaving, seal will withstand 500(F.



3.
Door Glass: Wash plexiglass with a mild soap and lukewarm water solution.  Use a clean soft cloth or sponge and as much of the solution as possible, rinse off well.  Dry by blotting with a damp cloth.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-743 dated February 1997.
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