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Quarantine and Maintenance of Dogs

I.
PURPOSE: To establish routine maintenance and quarantine procedures for dogs.

II.
SCOPE: Applicable to all personnel involved in caring for dogs.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Resources will review this SOP annually.


B.
All personnel involved in the maintenance and quarantine of dogs will read and comply with the provisions of this SOP.


C.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will ensure that animal rooms are in compliance with this SOP and that daily husbandry inspections are performed.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:



1.
Wear hearing protection at all times in dog areas.



2.
Keep dog room doors closed except during transit of cages, equipment, supplies, and animals.


B.
Routine Husbandry:



1.
Perform animal health rounds IAW SOP-DVM-522, Daily Animal Health Rounds.




a.
Annotate husbandry problems, medical observations, and treatments on the daily rounds sheet and forward to the Department NCOIC and OIC




b.
Immediately report medical problems or husbandry deficiencies that endanger the health of animals to the department veterinarian or VDO.



2.
Perform sanitation IAW SOP-DVM-253, Sanitation of Dog, Sheep, and Pig Rooms and environmental monitoring IAW SOP-DVM-290, Environmental Control of Animal Rooms.  Report potential problems immediately to the Civilian Caretaker Supervisor.


C.
Watering:



1.
Provide free access to water to all dogs at all times.



2.
Set lixit water pressure at 10-14 psi.


D.
Feeding:



1.
Feed all dogs before 10 AM daily after the room has been cleaned.



2.
Post each animal’s ration on a laminated card on the door of each pen.



3.
Weigh each dog monthly and record the weights in each animal’s record.  The attending veterinarian will adjust diets as necessary to achieve or maintain ideal body weight.



4.
Check the feeders in each dog cage/run daily for leftover or wet food.  Change dirty feeders.  Change all feeders not less than 3 times weekly.



5.
In the event an animal must be kept off feed, post a sign on the animal’s door clearly stating the veterinary staff will feed the animal.


E.
Exercise/Environmental Enrichment:



1.
Ideally, group house dogs in runs that provide space requirements IAW “The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.




a.
Based on the average size of a beagle and average size of a foxhound, the two breeds historically used in this institute, the canine runs could house five beagles or three foxhounds, each.




b.
Depending on space requirements, house dogs either individually or 2-3 per run.  This will fulfill the exercise requirement because they are either housed in groups and the runs provide greater than 100 percent of the required space for each dog if maintained separately, or they are housed individually and the space is greater than two times the required floor space for that dog.




c.
Monitor animals for compatibility.



2.
Allow animals to socialize and move about the room freely during cage cleaning, unless otherwise instructed by the veterinarian or protocol requirements.



3.
Provide dog treats three times weekly for all dogs.  Provide chew toys at all times.



4.
Personnel will enter each dog’s run on a twice-daily basis to check lixits and provide positive human contact.



5.
Brush and bathe dogs as needed.  Check nails on a regular schedule and trim as necessary.


F.
Physical Examinations:  The veterinarian will perform physical examinations and document on DD Form 1829.



1
On a semi-annual basis, include the following:




a.
CBC with differential




b.
Chemistry profile




c.
Dental evaluation:  Clean teeth if tartar build-up or periodontal disease is present.



2.
On an annual basis, additionally include the following:




a.
Immunizations:





(1)
DA2PLP+ CPV/Corona





(2)
Rabies (every three years if using a 3-year vaccine).





(3)
Bordetella




b.
Heartworm test




c.
Fecal





(1)
Perform a fecal floatation on a sample from each dog.





(2)
The staff veterinarian will direct treatment for any dogs found positive for parasite ova.  Repeat fecal 3 weeks after treatment.



3.
Prior to protocol assignment:




a.
Include all procedures listed for the annual examination.




b.
The staff veterinarian may waive this examination if the annual physical exam was conducted within the previous six months.


G.
Medical Treatments:



1.
Administer medical treatments as directed by the attending veterinarian.  Post treatment orders on the Treatment Board.



2.
Record the time and date of treatments in the animal’s record.  Sign all entries in records.


H.
Quarantine:



1.
Upon arrival, dogs from commercial sources or other facilities will undergo a 2-week quarantine.



2.
An animal is not available for research until released from quarantine by the attending veterinarian.



3.
Medical records will be initiated on arrival for all dogs.




a.
Paperwork accompanying incoming dogs will be examined by the Chief, Department of Animal Husbandry (DAH) to ensure that animals are from the correct source and meet contract specifications.  Copies of these documents will be placed in each animal’s record.




b.
Section personnel will examine the accompanying paperwork to determine the following:





1)
Permanent identification/ear tattoo match documentation.





2)
Vaccination status (DA2PLP and Rabies)





3)
Latest deworming





4)
Current health certificate for each animal





5)
Blood values are within normal limits 





6)
Problems in any of these areas will be reported to the Chief, DAH



4.
A veterinarian will perform a cursory physical exam at the time of arrival.



5.
On the next working day following arrival (to allow for acclimatization), the veterinarian will perform a complete physical examination (DD Form 1829):




a.
CBC/Differential




b.
Serum chemistry panel




c.
Heartworm test




d.
Fecal




e.
Vaccinations for Bordetella will also be given if indicated.



6.
Provide daily socialization and environmental enrichment to dogs under quarantine unless otherwise directed by the veterinarian.



7.
Enter quarantine rooms last during animal health rounds.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-945 dated March 1997.
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