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I.
PURPOSE: To establish proper procedure for maintenance and reporting of the sentinel surveillance program (SSP).

II.
SCOPE: This SOP applies to all personnel working with the SSP.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Deputy Director, Division of Veterinary Medicine is responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.


B.
The section OIC is responsible for implementation and annual updating of this SOP.


C.
The NCOIC of rodent quarantine is responsible for ensuring all forms, equipment and animals are ordered and in position for monitoring in accordance with this SOP.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:



1.
The NCOIC of rodent quarantine will coordinate the quarantine, necropsy and quality control of the sentinel mice and rats upon arrival at WRAIR in accordance with Division of Veterinary Medicine SOP #971.  He/she will ensure distribution of pathology reports to the section OIC.



2.
The NCOIC of rodent quarantine will report any abnormalities to the attending veterinarian or section OIC.


B.
Specific:



1.
On release from routine quarantine, the mice and rats ordered for the SSP will be distributed in the mice and rat rooms as follows: One cage of two animals will be placed in each rodent room at building 511.  One cage of two animals will be placed in two rooms per wing at building 503.  Each cage of animals will be bled for serology, euthanized, and necropsied at three months.  A new cage of two animals will likewise be submitted every three months.  Animal rooms for placement of sentinels will be randomized at building 40.



2.
The sentinel animals will be housed on the lowest shelf of the center most rack in the room.



3.
The bedding used for the SSP will be randomly collected soiled bedding of other cages in the animal room and mixed with clean bedding.  The sentinel animals will continuously live on soiled bedding from the other animals in the room.



4.
The cages holding the SSP animals will be standard microisolator cages without filter tops and will be clearly labeled as sentinel animals.



5.
A logbook will be kept with ordering and receipt dates of each group of SSP animals, the date of placement in the surveillance room, and dates shipped to pathology.  A clear record will be maintained to trace room, shipment, and exposure of each animal.



6.
Histopathology and serology reports will be maintained by the NCOIC of rodent quarantine and reviewed by the section OIC.



7.
Any sentinel animal found moribund or dead will be sent immediately to pathology for necropsy and reported to the attending veterinarian or section OIC. 



8.
The QA pathologist will be given two weeks notice of submission of any SSP animals.



9.
All SSP animals submitted for necropsy will be accompanied with a necropsy request form as well as the Rodent and Rabbit Laboratory Order Form (used for submission of serum to Microbiological Associates Inc.)

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-987 dated June 1997.
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