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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE

            CARE AND FEEDING OF DOGS
I.
PURPOSE:
To establish procedures for the care and feeding of dogs.

II.
SCOPE:
Applicable to all personnel involved in caring for dogs.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES: 

A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Resources will be responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.

B.
All personnel will be responsible for reading and complying with the provision herein.

C.
The Civilian Supervisor will ensure that animal rooms are in compliance with this SOP and that daily husbandry inspections are performed.  The OIC, Quarantine Section will update this SOP annually.

IV.
PROCEDURES:  

A.
GENERAL PROCEDURES:  

1.
Ear protection will be worn in dog areas at all times.

2.
Dog room doors will be kept closed except during transit of cages, equipment, supplies, and animals.

B.
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH MONITORING PROCEDURES:

1.
Daily monitoring for proper environmental conditions and sanitation of dog rooms and the feeding, watering, and health of dogs is a responsibility shared by the animal caretaking staff and the veterinary technical staff. 

2.
Specific environmental monitoring will be performed per SOP 282, "Environmental Control of Animal Rooms."  The caretaking staff will be alert for general indicators of possible environmental problems such as abnormal temperatures, humidity, air flow, smells, pests, safety problems, etc.  Potential problems noted by the caretaking staff will be directed to the animal caretaker supervisor.

3.
Specific health monitoring will be performed by the veterinary technical staff.  However, the Caretaking staff will be alert for general indicators of possible animal health problems such as lethargy, poor appetite, strange behavior, abnormal feces, blood in cage, etc.  Potential problems noted by the Caretaking staff will be directed to the Animal Caretaker Supervisor.  Problems involving the health of animals will be communicated to the responsible section OIC or NCOIC by the Animal Caretaker Supervisor.

4.
Husbandry problems noted by the veterinary technical staff will be communicated to the Animal Caretaking Supervisor by the responsible section OIC or NCOIC.

5.
A caretaker noting that an animal's life or well being is in immediate jeopardy may take immediate action to aid that animal.  Medical emergencies will be communicated immediately to any member of the veterinary technical staff.  

B.
WATERING PROCEDURES:

1.
All dogs will have free access to water at all times.

2.  Each lixit will be manually checked for function and proper height twice daily to ensure that water is available to each dog.

3.  The water pressure will be set at 10-14 psi.

C.
FEEDING PROCEDURES:

1.
All dogs will be fed before 1000 hrs daily after the room has been cleaned.

2.
The amount and type of feed is determined by the responsible staff veterinarian.  The amount and type of food to be fed will be posted by the veterinary technical staff on the door of each run.  It is critical that dogs are not fed more or less than the amount posted.

3.
The cages of some dogs on treatment may be identified by the veterinary technical staff with a "Tech Will Feed" sign.  These dogs will be fed by the veterinary technical staff.

4.
The feeders of each dog will be checked daily.  Dirty feeders will be replaced as needed, but not less than 3 times weekly.  Feeders containing leftover or wet food will be emptied before feeding and a member of the veterinary technician staff informed.
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