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I.
Purpose:  To establish proper procedures for the routine sanitation of Non-Human Primate (NHP) Rooms.

II.
Scope:  This SOP applies to all personnel who work with or around non-human primates.

III.
Responsibilities:


A.
The caretaker in charge of the assigned NHP room will ensure that sanitation of the room is carried out IAW this SOP.


B.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will inspect rooms daily for compliance with this SOP.


C.
The Chief, Department of Animal Resources, will ensure compliance with this SOP and its annual review.

IV.
Procedures:


A.
General:



1.
Once a month empty all NHP rooms of all animals and cages and sanitize the entire room (except rooms that are under quarantine, following BSL-3 procedure, or rooms containing Aotus monkeys in handling cages).



2.
Jump or transfer monkeys from their original (dirty) cages into clean (previously sanitized) cages prior to moving into the hallway.



3.
When dirty cages are removed from the room, remove the feed bins/trays, pre-wash, and place on a rack that is then run through the rack washer.



4.
Pre-wash cages and racks prior to sending through the rack washer.


B.
Sanitization:



1.
All personnel sanitizing non-human primate rooms will wear a dust/mist respirator and eye protection at ALL times during the sanitation of the room.



2.
When sanitizing the room clean ALL surfaces, exposed pipes and ventilation grills using a sponge mop and a Vesta-foamer (Conva-Tech) generator.




a.
Prepare the Calgon-Vestal foam generator using an approved detergent (TBQ), IAW the manufacturer’s instructions and spray down the room with detergent foam.




b.
DO NOT clean the humidity sensors at this time.



c.
Allow 10 minutes of contact time with the sanitizing solution.  During the contact time, scrub the walls using a sponge mop and the scrub the floor using a power buffer with a scrubbing pad



3.
After the contact time, rinse the room with clean water.



4.
Clean the humidity sensors using an approved detergent (TBQ) IAW the manufacturer’s instructions and a bucket and brush.  Rinse off the solution with clean water and a bucket and brush.



5.
Once the room has been sanitized, allow to air dry.


C.
Post-Sanitization:



1.
After the room has dried, move monkeys in their clean cages back into the room from the hallway and reconnect to the main water lines.



2.
Manually flush all cage water lines (on cage racks) to eliminate air from the lines.  Open the stopcock at the bottom of the water line and allow to the water to flow for 2 to 3 minutes.



3.
Manually flush water lines for the Aotus wall-mounted hanging cages for 2 to three minutes using the valves located at the end of the lines.



4.
After flushing the water lines, check EACH individual cage lixit to make sure it is functioning correctly and adjust as necessary to ensure proper water flow.



5.
Return animals to the rooms in their original housing positions to avoid disturbing the established social order.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-254 dated February 1997.
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