SOP-DVM-272

Escape of Laboratory Animals


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Division of Veterinary Medicine

Walter Reed Army Institute of Research

Washington, DC 20307-5100

MCMR-UWN
SOP-DVM-272


April 2000

STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE

Escape of Laboratory Animals
I.
PURPOSE: To provide general guidelines for animals that have escaped their primary cages.

II.
SCOPE: Applicable to all personnel involved in the care and/or use of laboratory animals.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
Chiefs, Departments of Animal Resources and Animal Medicine, will review and update this SOP annually.


B.
Investigators and/or research technicians who enter animal rooms or come in contact with laboratory animals have the responsibility to notify either the NCOIC or the Civilian Caretaker Supervisor when they discover an animal free from its primary enclosure.


C.
Civilian Caretaker Supervisor and Animal Technician personnel have the overall responsibility for implementing the policies and procedures contained within this SOP.

IV.
REFERENCES:


A.
Army Regulation 70-18, The Use of Animals in DoD Programs.


B.
Animal Welfare Regulations (Title 9, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 1, 2, 3, and 4).


C.
Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, NRC, 1996, National Academy Press

V.
 DEFINITIONS:  Primary Enclosure: the immediate enclosure surrounding the animal; e.g. the cage.  Examples include polycarbonate “shoebox” cages for rodents, stainless steel "hanging" cages, pens, runs, corncribs, and aquariums.

VI.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Rodents:



1.
Rodents found outside of their primary enclosure will be caught and removed from room to be euthanized.  If you are unable to capture the animal, place humane traps in the room.



2.
Under no circumstances will a rodent, which has escaped from its primary enclosure, be caught and kept in the original cage or room.



3.
If the animal is on protocol, conduct a census in the room to try and determine to which protocol the animal belonged.  The NCOIC or Civilian caretaker Supervisor will notify the primary investigator of the animal prior to euthanasia to determine if tissues need to be harvested.



4.
If feral animals are seen within the facility, notify the OIC of the section and the Department Chief.


B.
Non-Human Primates (NHP):



1.
If an NHP has escaped from its primary enclosure, immediately close the door to the room and go get help.



2.
Make all effort to capture the NHP while causing as little stress as possible.  Use nets and leather gloves initially.



3.
Before darts or other methods of delivering chemical immobilization agents to the NHP are attempted, notify the attending Veterinary Officer.



4.
After capturing the NHP, chemically immobilize and examine for physical injuries.



5.
If the NHP was free in a room for any length of time, closely observe all the animals in the room for 24 - 48 hrs for evidence of injury (i.e. blood in the cage, bite wounds, etc.).


C.
All Other Animals:



1.
Use the most humane, non-stressful method to contain and capture other escaped animals.  This may entail “herding”" the animal(s) back to their primary enclosure, “trapping” an animal in a corner, etc.



2.
Examine animals for injury and place under observation for a minimum of twenty-four hours.


D.
After Action Review:



1.
In the case of escaped large animals, examine the primary enclosures for integrity, working locks/latches, etc., in the case of large animals.



2.
For rodents, a frequent cause for escape is failure to properly place lids on cages or failure to completely push cages into the rack.  Review procedures with personnel to ensure that cages are appropriately closed.

VII.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-272 dated November 1996.
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JOHN H. PARRISH
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