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I.
PURPOSE:  To outline the methods for maintaining a room of animals infected with a biohazard agent (e.g. viruses, bacteria, chemicals, etc.).

II.
SCOPE:  Applicable to all investigators and animal care personnel involved with protocols dealing with biohazard agents.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
Chief, Department of Animal Resources (DAR) will be responsible for reviewing and updating this SOP annually.


B.
All personnel identified in II. above, will be responsible for reading and complying with the provisions herein.


C.
The Civilian Supervisor‑In‑Charge shall ensure that animal caretakers are in compliance with this SOP.


D.
The principal investigator is responsible to meet with the veterinary staff prior to the start of protocol to detail all special safety procedures.


E.
The LACUC Division Subcommittee Veterinary Consultant is responsible to coordinate a meeting between the private investigator and veterinary staff prior to the start of protocol.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:



1.
Proper attire will consist of the following items as specified by protocol: disposable cap, mask, eye protection, gloves, shoe coverings, and gown (Tyvek suit).



2.
Rooms containing animals exposed to a biohazard agent will be labeled. A biohazard sign will be posted on the door. Only authorized personnel may enter BSL-2 rooms.



3.
Before entering the room and handling infected animals, the animal caretaker will determine what will be needed to accomplish the necessary work:




a.
Number of cages (with bedding), water bottles, and feed.




b.
Number of plastic biohazard bags required for waste.



4.
All cages, disposable or non-disposable will be prepared with animal bedding prior to entering into the biohazard room.



5.
The animal caretaker will don a disposable cap, mask, eye protection, gloves, shoe coverings, and gown (Tyvek suit) prior to entering the biohazard room.


B.
Specific:



1.
All cage changes will be performed in a Biological Safety Cabinet. The cabinet will be disinfected before and after use.



2.
Non‑infected animals will be changed out first. Forceps dipped in freshly prepared disinfectant will be used to handle animals. Cages will be arranged so that any urine and feces from the animal being transferred from a dirty to a clean cage will fall into the cages. Forceps must be dipped into an approved disinfectant solution between each cage.



3.
All waste bedding from cages will be placed (NOT DROPPED) into paper autoclavable biohazard bags in the waste management station. Daily, these waste management station bags will be removed from the room. After folding over the top, the paper waste management bag will be placed into a plastic autoclavable biohazard bag. This bag will be sealed with autoclave tape and sprayed with an approved disinfectant prior to removal from the room. Sprayed bags will be allowed to sit for 15 minutes before removal from the room. Waste will then be autoclaved as in paragraph 8 below.



4.
Stack: dirty materials, including bottles, so each stack will easily slide into one plastic autoclavable biohazard bag.



5.
Slide each individual stack into a plastic autoclavable biohazard bag without contaminating the exterior. The biohazard bag will be sealed with autoclave tape, placed in a second plastic autoclavable biohazard bag, sealed with autoclave tape, and sprayed with an approved disinfectant prior to removal from the room. Sprayed bags will be allowed to sit for 15 minutes before removal from the room.



6.
Prior to removal from room, all racks will be sprayed with an approved disinfectant. The disinfectant will be allowed to remain in contact with the rack surfaces for a minimum of fifteen (15) minutes prior to being wiped down with disposable towels. Used disposable paper towels will be disposed of in the disposable biohazard waste container upon leaving the room. The racks will then be moved to the cage wash area 



7.
Contaminated disposable items will be placed in a biohazard waste container in the hallway or anteroom. The waste container will be lined with an autoclavable paper waste station bag within a plastic autoclavable biohazard bag. As he is leaving the room, the caretaker will remove mask, cap, Tyvek suit, gloves, and shoe covers and place in the biohazard waste container. Biohazard waste containers will be emptied daily.



8.
All waste bedding, contaminated disposable items, and cages will be transported to the autoclave for autoclaving. After autoclaving, the plastic biohazard bags will be removed and for incineration. Waste bedding and disposable items, still within the paper waste station bag, will be disposed of as regular trash.



9.
All non‑disposable items (cages, etc.) will be taken to the central wash area for sanitization after removal from autoclave. As above, plastic biohazard bags will be removed for incineration.



10.
Prior to mopping the floor, the animal caretaker will do the following:




a.
All racks will be wiped down with a disposable towel sprayed with an‑approved disinfectant.




b.
The interior of the biological safety cabinet will be wiped down with a dampened disposable towel after all work is accomplished. 




c.
After the waste management station is cleaned and disinfected, it will be left set up for additional trash accumulation during the day. 




d.
The floor will be mopped with an approved disinfectant. Once the floor is mopped and all trash placed in a biohazard bag, the mop and pail will be sprayed with an approved disinfectant and returned to their proper storage space.



11.
Mops heads will be changed every two weeks at a minimum. These will be disposed of as disposable biohazard waste. Mop buckets will be washed out daily and disinfected once a week‑ in the cage washer. Mop buckets must be sprayed with disinfectant and allowed to sit for 15 minutes prior to leaving the room.



12.
All potential exposures to biohazard contaminated animals, bedding, or equipment will be reported to the supervisory chain after the appropriate first aid and/or containment procedures have been followed. Examples of exposure include, but are not limited to:




a.
Animal bites/scratches




b.
Accidental spill of bedding outside room




c.
Escape of infected animal

The investigator will be contacted by the Civilian Supervisor-In Charge to describe actions taken and to determine whether further actions are needed.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-281 dated October 1996.
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