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I.
PURPOSE: To provide a general procedures to be followed for sanitation quality assurance (QA) by personnel at the animal facilities within the Division of Veterinary Medicine, Walter Reed Army Institute of Research.

II.
SCOPE: Applies to all personnel involved with the methods used to clean and sanitize animal cages, pens, runs, rooms and other primary and secondary enclosures for research animals.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, DAH, will ensure that the general procedures for sanitation quality assurance of enclosures of research animals contained within this SOP are followed.


B.
The Contract Supervisor will oversee and train animal caretaker personnel in all procedures necessary for compliance with this SOP.


C.
The Contract Supervisor, in coordination with the Chief, DAH will determine schedules of sanitation QA and ensure that all materials necessary for the proper adherence to this SOP are available.  These two individuals will review and update this SOP annually or as needed.

IV.
DEFINITIONS:


A.
Primary Enclosure: Refers to the material(s) that immediately surround an animal.  Examples include polycarbonate cages, hanging cages on racks, pens, and runs.


B.
Secondary Enclosure: Refers to the room or compartment (bio-isolators) that contain the primary enclosure.

V.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:



1.
The NRC Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (1996, pg. 44) outlines methods of assessing the effectiveness of sanitation. In addition to microbiological monitoring, visual inspection and monitoring of water temperatures should also be employed during sanitizing.



2.
This SOP outlines steps to be used during microbiological monitoring of sanitation procedures.


B.
SPECIFIC PROCEDURES:



1.
Before animal room sanitization or before daily operation of the cage wash area, determine from the assistant project manager (contract) if sanitation QA is to be done.



2.
If sanitation is to be done, obtain refrigerated RODAC plates from the pharmacy technician. Use one plate for “before” and another plate for “after” sanitation unless otherwise instructed. Make sure all plates are properly labeled with indelible marker.



3.
It is imperative to warm the RODAC plates to room temperature before use.  DO NOT open until use, and return to the pharmacy tech. promptly after sampling.



4.
With rooms, runs, pens, racks, and cages, sample only the vertical surfaces before cleaning.  After complete sanitization, sample any area available for direct animal contact, unless otherwise directed for sampling the secondary enclosure or other surfaces.



5.
Do not remove the lid to the RODAC plate until ready to sample. 



6.
Remove lid and press RODAC media against surface to be sampled without twisting or sliding.  Use moderate pressure to ensure contact.



7.
Replace lid immediately.



8.
Return all plates to the pharmacy tech.



9.
All used plates will be incubated at 35 degrees C for 72 hours and checked every 24 hours for growth.



10.
See encl. 1 for interpretation of results.



11.
Notify the Chief, DAH or other veterinary officer of ny suspect colonies.  If desired, label plates and send to WRAIR Vet Path for determination of pathogenicity.



12.
With each new shipment or lot of plates, contact Vet Path for Quality Control (QC) testing of plates.



13.
The pharmacy tech will keep all records pertaining to the sampling and the QC results and forward copies to the chief DAH and the Contract Supervisor.



14.
Only use/order the TSA/Lecithin/Poly 80 RODAC plates.

VI.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-312 dated May 1997.
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