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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE


Acid Washing of Metal Caging
I.
PURPOSE: To identify procedures to ensure that caging is free from urine scale prior to use in animal rooms.

II.
SCOPE: All personnel responsible for cleaning cages.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Husbandry will review this SOP annually.


B.
All personnel Division of Veterinary Medicine will read and comply with these procedures.


C.
The Contract Project Supervisor will ensure that the animal caretakers are trained and have the necessary supplies and equipment for compliance with this SOP. 

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Pre-treating of animal caging should not be necessary with chemicals currently in use.  If pre-treating is required, always follow proper safety precautions when working with acid solutions.


B.
Wear heavy rubber gloves and face shield or goggles while using the acid wash.


C.
Remove the pans from the rack.


D.
Rinse all debris from pan.


E.
Spray scale remover or dip pans.


F.
Allow the pans to soak for 5 minutes.


G.
Rabbit feeders and metal plates will be removed and run through the tunnel washer.


H.
Place pan upside down on tunnel washer belt.


I.
Wash rack with cages in rack washer.


J.
When the rack leaves the washer, the cleaned pan will be properly placed in the rack.  Feeders and metal plates should be placed back on the rack.  In addition, the rack must be marked with current date.


K.
Inspect all caging to ensure that it is thoroughly cleaned.  If not, return to dirty side of cage wash for re-cleaning.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-315 dated June 1997.
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