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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE


Recurring Maintenance of Swine
I.   PURPOSE: The purpose of this SOP is to establish maintenance procedures for swine housed in Buildings 511 and 40.

II.  SCOPE: This procedure applies to all personnel who work with or around the swine.

III.   RESPONSIBILITIES:

       
A.  The Chief, Department of Animal Resources, and Chief, Department of 

Animal Medicine, are responsible for the annual review of this SOP.

       
B.  The NCOIC, Department of Animal Resources, and NCOIC, Department of 

Animal Medicine, are responsible for:

                  1.  Training personnel on procedure IAW this SOP.

2.  Ensuring routine daily health monitoring and maintenance is 

performed as outlined.

IV.
PROCEDURES

          A.
Daily Rounds will be performed twice daily.

1.  Any problems needing immediate attention will be brought to the VDO.

2.  Immediate steps will be taken to correct medical problems or husbandry deficiencies that endanger the health or well being of the animal.

          B.   Sanitation is the responsibility of the Animal Caretaker Staff.  Refer to SOP # 253 Sanitation of Dog, Sheep andPig Rooms.
          C.   Nutrition & Weight Monitoring

               1.   The OIC will determine the ideal weight range for each animal.

               2.    Ideal and monthly weights will be posted in the individual animal records on SF 512.

               3.    Animals will be weighed upon arrival and monthly there after to monitor the animals to assure they are not over or under the normal weight for the species of pig.

                4.    Refer to SOP #242 Care & Feeding of Pigs, for rations for each species of pig.

                5.    The initial ration and any subsequent ration adjustments prescribed by the OIC will be recorded on the SF 600 maintained in each animal medical record.  Ration changes will also be posted on the animals laminated card on the pen door.

                6.    Water will be available at all times through the

lixit.


                       a. The lixit must be adjusted so that it is easily

accessible to the animals.

                 
    b. The water pressure station should be set at

10 psi.


                7.   Fruit treats are offered on Monday, Wednesday and

Friday.

       E.     Physical Examinations to be performed by or under the direct supervision of a Veterinary Corps Officer:

          
1.    Quarantine exam - required prior to release from Quarantine.

          
2.    Semiannually - to include complete physical examination documented on DD Form 1829 including, complete blood count, serum analysis, and fecal analysis.

 3.   Pre-Protocol Issue to be performed on all issue pool animals prior to being placed on protocol.

 F.     Special vaccinations such as rabies may be prescribed by the veterinarian.  The investigator will be contacted prior to immunizations.

                G.
 Gastrointestinal Parasite Check

1.    A fecal flotation for parasite ova and coccidia

will be performed semiannually on individual fecal samples.

  
 2.   Swine positive for gastrointestinal parasites will be treated IAW instructions from the OIC.

    
 3.    Fecal analysis will be performed again 3 weeks after treatment.

 H. Grooming

                    1.   Hooves will be trimmed quarterly or more frequently, as needed.

                    2. Skin (Yucatans) will be moisturized once a month or

more oftenas needed using a lanolin-rich moisturizer, such as Bag Balm.
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