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I.
PURPOSE: The purpose of this SOP is to assign responsibilities and describe procedures to be followed when receiving, in-processing, quarantining and maintaining rabbits prior to issue.

II.
Scope: This procedure applies to all personnel involved in the receipt, in-processing, quarantine and maintenance prior to issue of rabbits.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Director, Division of Veterinary Medicine is responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.


B.
The Chief, DAR is responsible for:



1.
Ensuring this SOP is implemented within the section.



2.
Updating this SOP annually.



3.
Releasing healthy rabbits from quarantine.



4.
Attending to medical needs of rabbits.


C.
The NCOIC, DAR is responsible for:



1.
Assigning animal care specialists to carry out procedures in this SOP.



2.
Providing routine daily health monitoring and assuring that a veterinary technician observes quarantined rabbits at least twice daily.



3.
Assuring that prescribed treatments are performed.



4.
Assuring that cage cards are made and records maintained completely and accurately.



5.
Assuring weight logs are completed and distributed.



6.
Following instructions and procedures as outlined by Chief, DAR and Supply Management Officer (SMO) for Quality Control (QC) Rabbits.



7.
Maintaining an accurate filing system for all Quality Assurance (QA) tests.


D.
The Project Manager for ROW is responsible for the following:



1.
Ensuring that the quarantine room is cleaned and disinfected after each group is issued.



2.
Ensuring rabbits are fed the proper diet during quarantine period.



3.
Ensuring that pans are changed at least 3 times weekly.



4.
If a rabbit breaks with diarrhea or weighs under 1.5 Kg, the plastic liner(s) and pan(s) will be changed daily.



5.
The quarantine room will be identified and prepared in advance.



6.
Check with the Veterinary Duty Officer (VDO) or NCOIC of Rabbit Quarantine to determine if water bottles are required and if they need to be autoclaved.


E.
The SMO is responsible for:



1.
Ordering rabbits from vendor.



2.
Managing, preparing, reviewing, and maintaining QC tests and records program with Chief, DAR’s assistance.



3.Requesting a QC history from vendor when appropriate.



4.
Providing a due-in with appropriate information to make cage cards.

IV.
GENERAL:


A.
All rabbits received by WRAIR will normally be quarantined for 8 days.  The Chief, DAR, will make exceptions to this policy on a case-by-case basis.  Investigators will request exceptions, if necessary, in a memorandum.  Exceptions may be made for special orders such as rabbits surgically prepared, time bred, those to be used for immediate organ harvest, and for does with pups.


B.
Newly arrived rabbits must be considered potential carriers of pathogens and must be strictly separated from the established colony.  This will be accomplished by maintaining at least one separate quarantine room and one separate issue room at all times.


C.
Animals, which are diseased, injured or otherwise inadequate, make poor research models.  They will not provide reliable scientific data, the purpose of all experiments.  The earlier the determination is made that an animal is not suitable for research the better for all concerned.  The Chief, DAR should notify the principal investigator and the SMO as soon as possible so that replacement animals can be ordered.

V.
PROCEDURES:


A.
In-processing



1.
Rabbit deliveries will usually be made on Tuesday mornings unless notified otherwise by the SMO.



2.
A technician will be available for receiving shipments and will do the following:




a.
Immediately check all rabbits for contractual compliance.




b.
Measure temperature, pulse, and respirations all arriving rabbits




c.
Take note of any animals that do not appear healthy or normal.  Observations should be complete, (i.e. if dead, note any obvious gross lesions.  If animal appears sick, note “head tilt, snuffles, diarrhea, rough hair coat”, etc.  If animals do not appear normal, note “not active, hops in circles”, etc.)  Be as specific as possible.  Check for malocclusion of teeth in all rabbits.




d.
Notify veterinarian of any gross findings and obviously sick or injured animals.




e.
Separate obviously sick or injured animals from the shipment for examination by a veterinarian.



3.
The technician will await further instructions from the veterinarian or the SMO as to disposition of any animal(s) to be rejected.



4.
If the rabbits do not meet contract requirements and the SMO is absent, the technician will immediately notify the NCOIC or Chief, DAR for further instructions.



5.
All rabbits without ear tags that are accepted will immediately be processed using the BioMedic Data Systems Unit (see SOP-DVM-500, ELAMS).


B.
Quarantine: Rabbits under 1.6 Kg:



1.
Rabbits weighing up to 1.5 kg will have a “Tech will Feed” sign attached to the cage.



2.
The animal caretaker staff will change water bottles daily.  If rabbits are Elite, water must be autoclaved.



3.
Rabbits will be weighed daily.  Weight sheets will be presented to the Chief and the NCOIC, DAR on a daily basis.  



4.
The animal caretaker staff will change plastic liners and pans daily.



5.
Rabbits will be housed in pairs (or tripled) in plastic bottom cages.



6.
Feeding schedule:




a.
Day 1: Rabbits will receive no food per os (NPO) for the first 24 hours but will have fresh water ad lib at all times.  Fresh water in water bottles will also be provided during the adjustment period.




b.
Day 2: Water ad lib, 1 oz. of irradiated High Fiber Rabbit Chow (HFRC), 15 cc (1 tbsp) of yogurt, (preferably plain or vanilla), and shredded wheat ad lib.

NOTE: Yogurt will be fed in a separate crock and will be rinsed out daily.




c.
Day 3: Water ad lib, 2 oz. of irradiated HFRC, 15 cc yogurt, and shredded what ad lib. 




d.
Day 4: Water ad lib, 3 oz. of irradiated HFRC, 15 cc yogurt, and shredded wheat ad lib.  Discontinue yogurt unless rabbit is unhealthy or is not eating HFRC.




e.
Day 5: Water ad lib, 4 oz. of irradiated HFRC, and shredded wheat ad lib.





f.
Day 6 and 7: Rabbits will continue Day 5 diet until they attain a weight of 1.6 kg.


C.
Quarantine: Rabbits greater than 1.5 kg




1.
The animal caretaker staff will feed rabbits weighing greater than 1.5 kg.




2.
Pans will be changed at least 3 times weekly.




3.
Rabbits will be weighed upon arrival of shipment and prior to release.  If rabbits break with diarrhea, weights will be taken daily.




4.
Technicians will feed rabbits shredded wheat ad lib on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday of each week.




5.
Feeding Schedule:





a.
Day 1: Water ad lib, nothing per os.





b.
Day 2: Water ad lib, 1 oz. of irradiated HFRC.





c.
Day 3: Water ad lib, 2 oz. of irradiated HFRC.





d.
Day 4: Water ad lib, 3 oz. of irradiated HFRC.





e.
Day 5: Water ad lib, 4 oz. of irradiated HFRC.





f.
Day 6 and 7: Rabbits will thereafter continue Day 5 diet.


D.
Procedures for unhealthy rabbits:



1.
If rabbit appears unhealthy or sick in any way contact the VDO immediately.



2.
Rabbits exhibiting diarrhea will be placed on a diet of irradiated HFRC, yogurt (15 cc), shredded wheat ad lib, and Gatorade until seen by a veterinarian.  The 91T will do the following:




a.
A direct fecal smear and fecal flotation for microscopic exam for parasites or parasite ova.




b.
Assess state of hydration.  Administer lactated ringers SQ to rabbit.  The veterinarian will specify the volume to administer.




c.
Weigh the rabbit daily for 3 days or until notified by the veterinarian.




d.
Note the eating habits.

VI.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-946 dated October 1996.
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