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CARE AND FEEDING OF PIGS
I.
PURPOSE:


To establish routine care and feeding procedures for pigs. 

II.  SCOPE:


This SOP applies to all Division of Vet Med and contract personnel (technicians, and caretakers) involved in the care of the pigs. 

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chiefs, DAM and DAR, are responsible for reviewing and updating this SOP annually. 


B.
All personnel identified in II above will be responsible 

for reading and complying with the provisions herein. 


C.
The Civilian Supervisor-In-Charge or ROW contract personnel will inspect animal rooms daily to ensure rooms are in compliance with this SOP, daily husbandry is performed, training and supplies are received and equipment is provided.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
GENERAL PROCEDURES:  



1.
Pigs will not be moved between rooms without consulting the Civilian Supervisor-In-Charge.



2.
Pig room doors will be kept closed except during transit of cages, equipment, supplies, and animals.


B.
SPECIFIC PROCEDURES:



1.  All pigs will receive fresh water daily. Where automatic watering is available, the individual lixit will be checked to ensure proper function and height adjustment. The water pressure station will be set at 10-14 psi.  The animals will be provided with two water bowls in instances when water bowls are used.



2.  All pig rooms will be cleaned twice a day.



3.  All pigs will be fed before 1000 hrs and 1400 hrs                  daily.



    a.
The amount and type of feed is determined by the responsible veterinarian.



    b.
Special diet requirements will be noted on the individual cage or run. Animal caretakers will be responsible for following the notices.




1)
Mini and Micro-pigs will be fed Mini Pig Chow. 





2)
Other pigs will be fed Sow Chow.



    c.
Newly arrived pigs will be maintained IAW SOP 948.



4.
The cages of pigs on treatments may be identified by the veterinary technical staff with a "Tech Will Feed" sign.  These pigs will be fed by the veterinary technical staff.



5.
The amount and type of food to be fed to each pig will be posted by the veterinary technical staff on the door of each run.  It is critical that pigs are not fed more or less than the amount posted.

          6.  All feed will be stored in its original bag and placed in a barrel with plastic liner and lids.



7.
All feeders will be emptied and refilled daily.  Dirty feeders will be replaced as needed, but not less than three times weekly. 

REVIEWED AND APPROVED             

 Dale G. Martin, COL, VC  



                     Director, Division of









   Veterinary Medicine






