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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE

Sanitation of Rabbit Rooms
I.
PURPOSE: To establish procedures for the sanitation of rooms housing rabbits.

II.
SCOPE: Applicable to all personnel involved in the care and sanitation of rabbit rooms.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES: 


A.
Chief, Department of Animal Medicine will be responsible for reviewing and updating this SOP annually.


B.
OIC, Rabbit Section, is responsible for updating this SOP annually.


C.
All personnel will be responsible for reading and complying with the provision herein.


D.
The Civilian Supervisor-In-Charge will ensure that animal rooms are maintained in compliance with this SOP and that daily sanitation monitoring is performed.

IV.
PROCEDURES:  


A.
Daily:



1.
Feeding will be completed by 1000 am and cleaning begins.   Old feed will be dumped and new feed added IAW methods and amounts specified by Civilian Supervisor-In-Charge 



2.
Feeders will be examined for wet or caked feed.  These and any dirty feeders will be replaced with clean feeders.



3.
Any cage or flooring that has become soiled with feces or excessive urine scale will be changed and sanitized.  



4.
Floors will be hosed and squeegeed or mopped daily.  Extreme care must be taken to avoid getting rabbits wet.  After floors are cleaned, the gutters, where applicable, are cleaned by placing the hose in the gutter, letting the water run, and sweeping the waste materials into the floor drain.  Drains and drain ledges will be cleaned of all feces and debris.  All cleaning equipment will be stored neatly in the room after use.



5.
Each lixit valve will be checked for proper operation twice daily.  Caretakers will check lixits during am and technicians will check lixit during pm.  Water bottles will be filled in the morning and afternoon, ensuring that bottles are returned to the same cage. 



6.
Feed barrels and trash containers must be kept clean and securely closed.  The trash, in its plastic liner, will be removed daily.



7.
Following the afternoon cleaning, a quaternary ammonium compound will be poured opens drains, to include sides and ledges of drains.


B.
Three Times per Week:



1.
The litter in pans under each cage will be changed three (3) times per week on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  




a.
Pans containing dry litter will be transported to the dirty side of cage wash for processing.  




b.
Dirty pans will be replaced with sanitized pans and filled with 1" dry bedding.



2.
Change feeders three (3) times per week or more frequently as needed.




3.
Disinfect doors, door jams, and ledges by sponge with a quaternary Ammonium disinfectant.


C.
Weekly: Check the automatic watering system filters weekly.  Change filters at least monthly, and more often as necessary.  The most recent filter check and change date will be annotated on the filter unit, the animal room log sheet, and on the supervisor’s sanitation logs (IAW SOP #120 Maintenance of Animal Room Log).


D.
Every Two Weeks:



1.
Rabbits will be rotated into new, sanitized cages and cage racks at least every 2 weeks.  This need not be simultaneous for all racks in a room as long as each rack is rotated out for sanitization every 2 weeks.  



2.
Write the date the rack is put into use on the rack with a permanent marker.



3.
When moving rabbits, care must be taken to transfer the identification card (cage card) with the rabbit.



4.
After disconnecting the water hose to each rack, water drain stopcocks will be opened to allow water in the system to drain.  These will remain open until just prior to the racks use after sanitization. 


E.
Monthly (or Whenever Room Is Emptied): All rooms will be sanitized monthly.  Occupied rooms will be emptied of animals, cages and equipment (IAW SOP #250 Room Sanitation).

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-252 dated February 1997.
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