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I.
PURPOSE:  To establish procedures for operation and maintenance of the Lab Products Waste Management System

II.
SCOPE:  All personnel using the Waste Management System.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, DAH, will review this SOP annually.


B.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will:



1.
Update this SOP annually



2.
Ensure that animal rooms are maintained in compliance with this SOP



3.
Ensure that all animal caretakers under their supervision are given the proper equipment, supplies, and training to care for the animals in their assigned rooms.


C.
All applicable personnel will read and comply with the provisions herein.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Operation:



1.
Start-up




a.
Check installation of pre-filter.




b.
Plug in the unit and turn on.




c.
Press pre-filter warning light to verify installation.  If the warning light does not go out, change the pre-filter.




d.
Raise the disposal port work area and lock into place with the slide latch located on upper filter grill.




e.
Place a bag on each side of the lower compartment and attach each bag to the four corner clips.



2.
Cage Dumping:




a.
Lower the disposal port work area.




b.
Dump cages in a manner that minimizes the amount of dust generated.  Hold the cage on both sides and rotate it towards the dump port in the middle of the unit, striking it on the middle deflector.




c.
Do not fill bags above 2/3 full.  This will allow sufficient space for closing and sealing.



3.
Pan Dumping:




a.
Care must be taken in handling the pan so bedding material is not spilled onto the floor.




b.
Standing to the side of the unit place the pan flat on the work area and scrape the soiled bedding material towards the inside of the unit.  Raise the pan and continue to scrape the bedding into the port.



4.
Bag Sealing and Disposal:




a.
To permit easy access for sealing bags, raise the disposal port work area and lock into place with the slide latch located on upper filter grill.




b.
After bag is sealed, place in a second bag and seal that bag before removing from room.




c.
Dispose of noninfectious waste IAW SOP-DVM-610, Disposal of Animal Wastes, Litter, and Bedding.




d.
Autoclave waste bedding from infectious protocols before disposal IAW SOP-DVM-630, Infectious & Hazardous Waste Disposal.


B.
Maintenance:



1.
Wipe the disposal port work area with disinfectant before and after use.



2.
Check pre-filter before use to make sure it is secure.  Change monthly unless it becomes soiled sooner.



3.
These units should be re-certified annually.  Contact department NCOIC.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-347 dated May 1997.
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