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I.
PURPOSE: To establish procedures for autoclaving feed and bedding in the Division of Veterinary Medicine facilities.

II.
SCOPE: All division personnel involved in feed and bedding autoclave procedures.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, DAH, will ensure the overall implementation of the policies and procedures contained within this SOP and review annually.


B.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will train all personnel and oversee the policies and procedures contained within this SOP and will update the SOP annually.


C.
The Animal Caretakers assigned to the division facilities will comply with this SOP.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
General:



1.
Operate autoclaves IAW the manufacturer’s specifications or posted instructions.



2.
Place all items/containers for sterilization into autoclavable bags.



3.
Include the appropriate autoclave/sterilization indicators in each autoclave load.  Check after each load to ensure sterilization.


B.
Bedded Cages:



1.
Place autoclavable bedding in the animal polycarbonate cages, place autoclavable animal diet in individual animal cage wire lids, and secure wire lids on the cages.



2.
Place the appropriate number of bagged cages in the autoclave machine.



3.
After autoclaving cycle is completed, remove bags and store until cool.  Use as needed.


B.
Rodent Quarantine:



1.
Place autoclavable bedding in individual polycarbonate cages and secure wire lids on top of the cages.



2.
Place into the autoclave machine.



3.
After autoclave cycle is completed, remove bags and store until cool.  Use as needed.



4.
Use irradiated animal feed in Rodent Quarantine area.


C.
Autoclaving Water:



1.
Fill water bottles with tap water and placed in appropriate containers.



2.
Place into the autoclave machine.



3.
After autoclave cycle is completed, remove water bottle containers from the autoclave and store until cool.



4.
Use autoclaved water within 36 hours from sterilization cycle.  Mark all outside containers with the date and time of sterilization.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-421 dated June 1997.
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JOHN H. PARRISH

LTC, VC
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