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I.
PURPOSE:  To establish procedures to store and handle feed in animal rooms in a sanitary condition.

II.
SCOPE:  All personnel responsible for storage and handling of feed in animal rooms.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chief, Department of Animal Husbandry, will review this SOP annually.


B.
All personnel, Division of Veterinary Medicine will read and comply with these procedures.


C.
The Civilian Caretaker Supervisor will ensure that the animal caretakers are in compliance with this SOP and update it annually.

IV.
REFERENCES:  Feed and bedding shall be stored in accordance with the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, NRC.

V.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Store all feed in airtight, waterproof, vermin-proof containers.



1.
Line the containers with plastic bags.



2.
Place the original bag within the liner in the containers.


B.
Label all containers with:



1.
The milling date of the feed.



2.
The expiration date of the feed



3.
The date the bag was opened and the initials of the individual who opened the bag


C.
Before adding new feed:



1.
Allow feed containers to become empty.



2.
Dispose of liners.



3.
Clean and sanitize containers.


D.
Do not handle feed with your hands.  Handle feed only with scoops.


E.
Sanitize feed containers when room is sanitized, when they are emptied, or more frequently when necessary.

VI.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-422 dated June 1997.

REVIEWED AND APPROVED:

JOHN H. PARRISH

LTC, VC

Director, Division of
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