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STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

Recurring Maintenance of Dogs, Sheep, & Swine
I.
PURPOSE:  The purpose of this SOP is to establish maintenance procedures for dogs, sheep, and swine.

II.
SCOPE:  This procedure applies to all personnel who work with or around dogs, sheep, and swine.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chiefs, DAR/DAM will:



1.
Review and update this SOP annually.



2.
Ensure this SOP is implemented.


B.
The Department NCOIC’s will ensure the accomplishment of the medical and administrative aspects of this SOP.

IV.
PROCEDURES


A.
Health Rounds:  Perform IAW SOP-DVM-522, Daily Animal Health Rounds.


B.
Sanitation:  Sanitation is the responsibility of the Animal Caretaker Staff (SOP-DVM-253, Sanitation of Dog, Sheep & Pig Rooms).


C.
Nutrition:



1.
Weigh animals upon arrival and monthly thereafter to monitor the animal’s weight.



2.
The veterinarian will determine the ideal weight range for each animal by age and/or body condition scoring.



3.
Post ideal and monthly weights on the SF 512.



4.
The Department Chief will adjust diets as necessary to achieve or maintain the ideal weight.



5.
Post each animal’s ration on a laminated card on the door of each pen/run.



6.
Record the initial ration and any subsequent ration adjustments on the SF 600 maintained in each animal’s medical record.



7.
Provide water at all times through the lixit.




a.
Adjust lixits so that they are easily accessible to the animals.




b.
Set the water pressure station at 10 - 14 psi.


D.
Physical Examinations:



1.
Semiannual:  Perform a complete physical examination and document on a DD Form 1829, including the following:




a.
Complete blood count, CBC with differential




b.
Serum analysis




c.
Fecal flotation



2.
Pre-Protocol Issue:  Perform a physical examination on animals prior to placement on protocol.


E.
Immunizations:



1.
Dogs:  Administer the following annually and record in the medical record:




a.
DA2PLP + CV




b.
Rabies (may be given every three years if using a 3-year vaccine)




c.
Bordetella



2.
Sheep:  Administer the following annually and record in the medical record:




1.
7-way Clostridium perfringes types C & D bacterin.




2
Contact investigators prior to administering immunizations.



3.
Swine:  The veterinarian may prescribe vaccinations such as rabies and will coordinate with the investigator prior to administering immunizations.


F.
Parasite Check:



1.
Perform a fecal flotation for parasite ova and coccidia semiannually on individual fecal samples.




a.
Treat positive animals IAW instructions from the Department Chief.




b
Repeat 2 weeks after treatment.



2.
Dogs:




a.
Perform a heartworm test annually to include filtration and ELISA tests.




b.
The veterinarian will evaluate heartworm positive dogs and consult with the investigator before directing any treatments.


G.
Grooming:



1.
Dogs:




a.
Check and clip nails monthly.




b.
Express anal sacs monthly.




c.
Check ears monthly and clean as needed.




d.
Check teeth monthly and perform cleaning as needed.



2.
Sheep:




a.
Trim hooves quarterly or more frequently, as needed.




b.
Shear as needed (SOP-DVM-746, Sheep-Shear Operation and Maintenance).



3.
Swine:




a.
Trim hooves quarterly or more frequently, as needed.




b.
Moisten skin (Yucatans) once a month or more often as needed using a lanolin-rich moisturizer, such as Bag Balm.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-530 dated April 1997, SOP-DVM-531 dated January 1997, and SOP-DVM-532 dated April 1997.
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