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STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURES

Submission of Animals for Necropsy

I.
Purpose: To establish proper procedures for the submission of animals for necropsy.

II.
Scope: This SOP applies to all personnel who work with WRAIR animal colony.

III.
Responsibilities:

A.
The Chief, DAR, is responsible to ensure that all aspects of this SOP are followed.


B.
It is the responsibility of the civilian supervisor to ensure that the civilian caretakers familiar with the procedures in this SOP.


C.
The Section OIC/NCOIC are responsible for implementing this SOP and ensuring that the technicians are familiar with the procedures.

IV.
Procedures:


A.
If an animal is found dead, dispose of the carcass in double bags, labeled with contents and date and place in the carcass cooler upon discovery.  DO NOT FREEZE.

B.
The section OIC/NCOIC will be notified of the dead animal.  The section OIC will decide if the animal requires necropsy.  During non-duty hours the VDO will be notified.


C.
The section OIC/NCOIC will notify the primary investigator of the animal’s death.  They will coordinate with the investigator for any special procedures needed or tissues to be collected at necropsy.


D.
The Section NCOIC/OIC will notify WRAIR Pathology that the animal is coming and coordinate the delivery of the animal and any special instructions.


E.
If the animal is at buildings 512 or 511 the NCOIC/OIC will fill out a Animal Transportation Request and coordinate the transport of the animal with DAH.


F.  The primary investigator or the attending veterinarian is responsible for completion of the necropsy request form to include: animal ID, date/ time of death, APC, and pertinent history (see attached necropsy form).


G.  DAH must be notified of the animals’ death and provided with the cage card or animal I.D. number.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-710 dated May 1997.
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