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Submission of Samples to WRAIR Pathology

I.
PURPOSE: To provide guidelines for the submission of blood, microbiological urine and tissue samples to WRAIR Pathology.

II.
SCOPE: This procedure applies to all personnel involved in submitting samples to WRAIR Pathology.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
The Chiefs, Departments of Animal Resources and Animal Medicine will review the SOP annually.


B.
The NCOIC’s of the Departments of Animal Medicine and Animal Resources sections will review and update this SOP annually.


C.
All personnel will ensure they follow the instructions outlined in this SOP.

IV.
PROCEDURES:


A.
Clinical pathology samples:



1.
Blood and urine samples will be submitted for clinical pathology evaluation as soon after collection as possible to obtain the most accurate results.



2.
The samples will be submitted in accordance with the memorandum, “Services Provided and Specimen Submission Procedures,” 12 Sept 96.



3.
Request forms are available in room ____.  They should be completed according to the instructions in the memorandum and left on the counter with the specimens.  Laboratory personnel should be notified that they are there.  If no one is available in room ____, check room ____.  If no laboratory personnel can be found, place the specimens in the refrigerator in the adjoining room on the shelf marked “Assays to be done.”  Leave the completed form(s) on the counter in room ____.



4.
Remember to prioritize requested tests according to the memo instructions if only a small quantity of sample is submitted.


B.
Tissue samples:



1.
These will be submitted through Necropsy personnel on a "Request For Necropsy/Biopsy form.



2.
The Lab Accession Number is assigned in Necropsy.


C.
Microbiology samples



1.
Culture samples will be collected on a culturette and left in the container in the refrigerator ________________________________________________.



2.
Requests will be made on a Clinical Microbiology Request Form.



3.
Mr. Sims at 319-____ is the microbiologist in charge of routine bacterial cultures.

V.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-712 dated January 1997.
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