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I.
PURPOSE:  To ensure the safety of the personnel working in animal rooms.

II.
SCOPE:  All personnel using animals in any BSL-1, BSL-2, or BSL-3 room or in any Old World Non-Human Primate holding area.

III.
RESPONSIBILITIES:


A.
Director, Division of Veterinary Medicine is responsible for reviewing this SOP annually.


B.
The Chiefs, DAM and DAR are responsible for updating this SOP annually.


C.
All personnel Division of Veterinary Medicine will be responsible for reading and complying with the provisions herein.


D.
Department and section NCOIC’s are responsible for insuring all military personnel in their area follow the provisions of this SOP.

E.
The Civilian Supervisor and COR, ROW are responsible for insuring that all civilian personnel follow the provisions of this SOP. 

IV.
GENERAL PROCEDURES:
 The biosafety level of an animal room or facility specifies the safety practices.  Biosafety levels will be specified by the research protocol and the WRAIR LACUC or Biosafety Committee.  All animal rooms housing animals on a biohazard protocol will have the doors posted with an International Biohazard Sign. This sign will indicate the appropriate biosafety level to be maintained in that room. Additional information on the sign must include the agent present, any special procedures for entering the room, and the responsible individual, usually the primary investigator.  Investigator information will include their building and room number, WRAIR and home phone number, and protocol number.  The Biosafety Levels must conform to the guidelines set forth in the CDC‑NIH Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories booklet, May 1988 edition.

V.
SPECIFIC PROCEDURES:


A.
Biosafety Level 1



1.
Keep all doors to animal rooms closed when animals are present.



2.
Wear protective laboratory coat or gown in the animal room. Do not wear laboratory coat worn in the animal room in other areas of the facility.



3.
Do not eat, drink, smoke, or store food for human use in the animal room or in corridors immediately outside of animal rooms.



4.
Decontaminate work surfaces after use or spill of viable materials.



5.
Wash hands or remove gloves after handling cultures and/or animals and before leaving the animal room.



6.
Perform procedures carefully to minimize the creation of aerosols.



7.
Remove bedding materials from animal cages carefully to minimize the creation of aerosols.


B.
Biosafety Level 2:

Note: all macaques will be handled using BSL2 procedures.



1.
Follow all BSL 1 procedures listed above.



2.
Disposable booties will be worn in the room then discarded when leaving the room.



3.
To enter the room, surgical mask, cap, and coveralls must be worn.



4.
Limit the access of the animal room to specified personnel.



5.
Label the animal room with hazard warning sign containing the information specified in section IV.



6.
Wear gloves when handling infectious materials and animals.



7.
Use only needle‑locking syringes or disposable needle syringe units for injections or aspiration of fluids from animals. Do not replace needle sheath or guard or remove needle from syringe following use. Discard needle and syringe directly into a puncture‑resistant container.



8.
Use biological safety cabinets, other physical containment devices, and/or personal protective devices (e.g., respirators, face shield) whenever procedures with a high potential for creating aerosols are conducted. These include necropsy of infected animals, harvesting of infected tissues or fluids from animals or eggs, intranasal inoculations, and manipulations of high concentrations or large volume of infectious materials.



9.
Animals not involved in the designated BSL2 protocol will not be brought into the room.


C.
Biosafety Level 3:



1.




2.




3.



D.
Identification of Biosafety Animal Rooms



1.
Label all animal rooms housing a Biosafety protocol on the door with a Biosafety Level sign (see attachment 1) indicating:




a.
Biosafety Level




b.
Agent




c.
Primary Investigator and alternate




d.
Phone numbers and room numbers of responsible personnel




e.
Special instructions



2.
Report any observed incidents of individuals entering or exiting marked rooms without taking proper precautions to the Chief, Department of Animal Medicine.

VI
REFERENCES:


A.
CDC/NIH “Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories” May 93.


B.
NRC Biosafety in the Laboratory 1989

VII.
SUPERSESSION NOTICE: This SOP supersedes SOP-DVM-820 dated October 1996.
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